Annex 1

Funding model
Virtual common pot
The funding partners agree on launching a joint call using a model constituting of a joint call and evaluation but national funding. Basically, each funding partner will fund its own national scientific teams (following the ‘juste retour’ model).
Depending on national rules, each partner can use different levels of flexibility. The Partners agree on four levels of flexibility in this funding model:

· an agency does not have to spend all the money that has been provisionally reserved;
· some agencies may be able to come up with extra money to fund good proposals;
· some agencies may be able to fund foreign teams;
· most agencies would be able to fund foreign teams via subcontracting.

Name of initiative] is aiming to fund as many of the highest ranked proposals as possible. Funding gaps may arise in the ranking when one of the partners runs out of money. [Name of initiative] intends to deal with these gaps through the four levels of flexibility.

Failure to honor funding commitment and fallback procedure

In the implementation of joint calls, it can happen that a partner will fail to honour his commitment to fund research teams in the selected projects, due to internal difficulties or political turnover.

If a funding partner cannot confirm the funding of its research teams four months after the [name of the management body/committee] made its decision on funding recommendation, a procedure for re-evaluation will be launched. The proposal will be reviewed without the considered research teams and re-assessed. The proposal is still considered eligible even if the number of participating countries is less than three. The exact process of the revaluation procedure will be decided by the [name of the management body/committee].
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