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Navigating the in-
between: ocean 
science, policy, 
and the art of 
communicating both



As an organisation, JPI Oceans sits at an intersection, and so does its communication work. We are neither 

a research institution producing science, nor a policy body making decisions. Instead, we bridge the two, 

and this in-between is more intricate than it looks.

The science-policy interface
About JPI Oceans 2
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Communicating for science and policy
(in theory)
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Timing

Format

Register

Relationship with certainty: credibility/relevance
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What does this look 
like in practice?

6



JPI Oceans at UNOC3
Case studies 7

Deep-sea mining

Blue Carbon

Sea-level rise

Light & sound

Munitions, etc.

Science Policy

EU Ocean Pact

BBNJ treaty

Political declaration 

“Our Ocean, Our 

Future”, etc.

JPI 
Oceans



Deep-sea mining

Blue Carbon

Sea-level rise 

Light & sound

Munitions, etc.

JPI Oceans at UNOC3
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Science Policy

EU Ocean Pact

BBNJ treaty

Political declaration 

“Our Ocean, Our 

Future”, etc.

Double approach:
Scientific report & 

summary for 
policymakers

JPI 
Oceans



One topic, two products: Underwater Noise
Case studies 9

Joint Action Underwater Noise in the 
Marine Environment 5 funded projects

Policy: 
Response 
to MSFD 
revision

Science: 
Projects 

campaign



Our proposed principles:
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Never 
lose the 
science

Design 
for 

decisions

Give 
context

Translate 
implications



“
Communicating between 
science and policy =
satisfying two standards 
(scientific credibility and policy 
usefulness).
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Thank you!
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jpi-oceans.eu

Isabel 
Caballero

Lisa 
Picatto

isabel.caballero@jpi-oceans.eu lisa.picatto@jpi-oceans.eu
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